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Latimer was right.  Englishmen had entered on Mary's

England reign still undecided; they came out of it convinced.

protecstonts They would have no more of the Pope and no more

iu burnings.   Elizabeth, the new queen, was of the same
1558-1603.                                                                                                                     she

refused obedience to the Pope. The mass was abolished,
and the service-book in English restored. Her govern-
ment was at first very tolerant. All she desired was that
her subjects should go to church, and should acknowledge
her as head of the National Church. After her excom-
munication by the Pope in 1570, however, her govern-
ment took measures against the Roman Catholics, many
of whom were executed.

England was now severed from Rome, but her re-
Growth of ligious troubles were not over. There was a small party
l in England who thought it was wrong for Elizabeth to
be head of the Church; they believed that she should use
her royal authority to support and protect it, but that
she should not try to control it. They were content to stay
within the Church of England for the time being, in the
hope that the Reformation would be carried a stage further
by the removal of archbishops and bishops, and by the
elimination of everything in the ritual and doctrines of the
Church for which they could not find express warrant in
Scripture. We shall see that this small party of Puritans
by degrees grew powerful, and eventually threw the whole
of Great Britain into confusion.